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...No man in the 
country is under the 
smallest obligation, 
moral or other, so 
to arrange his legal 
relations to his 
business or property 

as to enable the Inland Revenue to put 
the largest possible shovel in his stores...

James Avon Clyde, Lord Clyde
Ayrshire Pullman Motor Services v Inland Revenue 
[1929] 14 Tax Case 754. at 763, 764 James Avon 
Counsellor, Lord Justice General, and Lord President 
of the Court of Session

...I am not evading tax 
in any way, shape or 
form. Now of course 
I am minimizing my 
tax and if anybody in 
this country doesn’t 
minimize their tax 

they want their heads read because as 
a government I can tell you you’re not 
spending it that well that we should be 
donating extra...

Kerry Francis Bullmore Packer AC

Print Media Enquiry 1991
Australian billionaire media magnate and famous 
for introducing World Series Cricket in 1977

... it has long been a 
principle of the law 
of income taxation 
that the citizen may 
so arrange his affairs 
as to render him 
less liable to pay 

tax than would be the case if his affairs 
were cast in some different form. In the 
language of the layman, the citizen is 
entitled to minimise his liability to pay 
tax. This is sometimes expressed as a 
right to avoid tax, an expression which is 
in contradiction to the evasion of tax, a 
failure to pay tax which is properly due ...

Sir Garfield Barwick AK GCMG QC

From: “A Radical Tory” (The Federation Press, 1995) 
at p 229
Attorney-General of Australia, Minister for External 
Affairs and the seventh and longest serving Chief 
Justice of Australia - 1964-1981
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OUR PHILOSOPHY
We aim to provide 
affordable payroll tax 
advice and consider 
it a taxpayer’s right to 
know which options 
result in the lowest 
possible payroll tax 
imposition. There 
have been many 
eminent senior judges and jurists both in Australia and in the 
United Kingdom who have said that taxpayers are under no 
obligation to pay more tax than they are legally obliged to. 
Australia’s longest serving Chief Justice of the High Court, Sir 
Garfield Barwick made it absolutely clear when he said, “In the 
language of the layman, the citizen is entitled to minimise his 
liability to pay tax.”

PAYROLL TAX PLANNING 
There are a number of 
ways to legally reduce 
the burden of payroll 
tax for individuals, 
partnerships, companies 
and trusts. The reason 
that more businesses 
don’t minimise their 
payroll tax is that very 

few accountants and lawyers are aware of the possibilities. 
However, to navigate your way through the complicated maze 
of the payroll tax legislation requires the assistance of a lawyer 
with a thorough understanding of the payroll tax legislation 
and underlying legal principles. We have the knowledge and 
experience to assist you through this maze. 

AUSTRALIA WIDE
Even though each State and Territory in Australia has its own 
Payroll Tax legislation, that legislation has been almost identical 
since the harmonisation rules were introduced in 2008. For that 
reason we can offer our services throughout Australia.

PAYROLL TAX MINIMISATION
We have the experience to assist you in minimising the effect 
of the payroll tax legislation as it applies to your business 
while, of course, staying within the requirements of the 
legislation. 

We have assisted a number of medium to large businesses in 
minimising payroll tax. They have included businesses from 
various sectors including:

• Manufacturing
• Child care
• Construction
• Retail
• Transport

Any advice you receive from us is legally correct and founded 
on a comprehensive knowledge of the payroll tax legislation 
and relevant case law.

Our services in payroll tax are tailored to your business. We 
do not offer packages or schemes. Every business is different 
and for that reason there is no such thing as “one size fits all”. 

FIELDS OF EXPERTISE IN 
PAYROLL TAX

• Advice on structuring a new business
• Advice on restructuring your existing business
• Payroll tax assistance in establishing whether you 

should be paying payroll tax and if so, what options 
might be available to you

• Payroll tax representation
• De-grouping applications under the Payroll Tax 

legislation
• Assistance to you in any payroll tax audit

Tobin Partners Lawyers & Notaries 
offers specialist tax advice 
particularly state payroll tax. 

Our principal, Peter Tobin has over 
30 years’ experience as a lawyer. 
Tobin Partners is one of Australia’s 
few legal firms specialising in 
payroll tax advice.

To find out how we can assist you 
in payroll tax, please contact us on 
07 3260 5189

Tax Advice is our Passion, 
Payroll Tax is our Specialisation


